THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Fo the law and to the testimony: tf they speak not according to this word 
it is because there is no light in them.”—IsaIau viii, 20. 


— 


— 


No. 28, Vol. L 


Price One Penny 


Monday, July 9, 1888. 


— 


FUNERAL SERVICES OF APOSTLE ERASTUS SNOW. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 42]. ] 


Apostle Heber J. Grant said: I am 
pleased to add my testimony regar - 
ing Brother Erastus Snow. I know 
of no maa who has labored more 
faithfully and energetically. None 
were too insignificant for his notice. 
He took an interest in all. There is 
no men whoae life is a better example 
for the youbh of Israel. My ideal of 
an apostle was Erastus Snow. When 
I was called as an apostle p venged 
that the same spirit of self-sacrifice 

ight inspire me. No man can say 

ut of him. He has 


: mattereth not, so that we have filled 
our days with usefulness, are prepared 
to come forth when the trump shall 
sound and call forth the dead. I do 
most heartily endorse those senti- 
ments which have 

concerning the dead who die in the 
Lord. They do not taste of death. 
It seems to me that there is no death, 
but they are moving on to life—life 
eternal.” Brother 


the 
As. the load he carried without a mur- 


+ | mur sattles upon others already 


bea vi- 


on to life eternal, and may we follow 

in his footateps. 

I am requested to read a few words 
been a Latter-day Saint in very deed, | written by Apostle Moses Thatcher. 
and has gained an exaltation in the| Erastus Snow is dead! How few, 
celestial kingdom of God. It was in- even among Latter-day Saints—how 
tended to read the last sermon he few, indeed, of his immediate associ- 

1 ut there is y is generous, un- 
He then said: The Lord keeps His selfish disposition. 
owa counsels in these things, and it He was great because good. An 
is not given to us to know and under- | intellectual giant, yet humble as a 
stand the day and the hour when the | child. Now, and in years to come, as 
Son of Man will come; but it is for questions of magnitude affecting the 
us always to be — aud to 80 * ise, the void caused by 
live aes wo chal prepared for Him | his departure will seem fatho as 
when He does come, And whether 
we lay down our hodies before the 
coming of the Son of Man or not, i — 
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burdened with accumulated respon- 
sibilities, how vividly will they sense 
the — — of one ever ready 
to the whee the future, when 
dark clouds of persecution are riven 
by the fierce lightnings of hate, and 
wrathful storms beat upon defenseless 
heads, who can fill the place of Erastus 
Snow? In times of when the 
allurements of a deceitful ease threa- 
tened danger in the path of unsus- 
pecting youth, who will be able to 
supplement the wise counsel that hath 
laid the foundation for many a pros- 
perous, pure, and patient life? To 
whom now can the young go for a 
chart to guide them over life's troubled 
sea, with the same confident assurance 
that they have experienced in going 
to him 
Into what listening ear and sym- 
pathetic heart shall the troubled now 
pour their story of distress? Who 
now will console the forsaken or com- 
fort the grief-striken, as he has done! 
The poor came to him freely, and the 
sick and weary laid their burdens 
upon his shoulders without hesitation. 
o will bear them now 
As the knowledge that Erastus 
is — into the 
of the people, the fountains of emo- 
tion will break forth, and silent tears 
will moisten many a spot where for 
hours he has s tiently listening 
to piteous tales, while incipient dis- 
ease sowed the seeds of death in his 
body ; for when the sor- 
rows of others overshadowed him 
— Snow was wholly oblivious of 


Heedless of consequences, he has 
stood for hours exposed to the night 
winds of a Southern desolation, more 
treacherous than the snows and frosts 
of a Northern clime. While thus 

thoughtless persons have 
poured into his sympathetic ears tales 
of troubles as if his compassionate 
heart could never fail to respond. 

But now he is dead, and the drafts 
of friends and the demands of enemies 
must each go to protest. His mortal 
career is ended. For the cause of his 
taking away we must search amid the 
burning sands and gleaming volcanic 
rocks of Southern Utah, where has 


been spent the best years of his life. 
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Many a weary night he has sought 
repose while exha nature—sweat- 
ing at every was chilled by the 
— page the — lains of 

exico or sighin ug pines 
of the Sierra Madre. To those who, 
in their misguided enforcement of the 
law, have deprived him of the conso- 
lation and comforts of home, what 
shall the harvest be? Under trying 
severe operation upon eyes. - 
hausted by the pain inflicted, and 
while trying to rest in a room and bed 
to which he was unused, he contracted 
a severe cold that resulted in his 
death. 

Not long since a brother in deep 
affliction exclaimed, “I would give 
more this moment to see Erastus 
Snow than any man living, for he 
could tell me what to do in hour 
of supreme trial.” 

Measure his life’s work, and how 
beautiful and perfect in every part it 
now in the presence of death seems. 
As husband and father, tender and 
true, affectionate and just. As friend 
and brother, devoted and unchange- 
able. As statesman and scholar, pro- 
found and farseeing. As defender of 
constitutional liberty, valiant and con- 
sistent. Asa servant of God, faith- 
ful, devoted, true. Magnanimous to 
enemies, generous to friends. Un- 
— 2 life, trusting and confident 
in dea Such was Erastus Snow. 
Let the fingers of fame weave 
with which to entwine the brow of 
battle-begrimmed heroes! Let ambi- 
tion sing from monumental piles the 
praises of those who in life wrought 
— 22 and death; but for us, we 
will keep fresh in our hearts the 
memory of the good and true whose 
mission was devoted to life, not death. 

He has left us to join those gone 
before. Let us emulate his works, 
follow his example, and when thrones 
shall totter and kingdoms fall, joy- 
fully in his mansion home s 
him “ wives, children, and friends.” 

Apostle John Henry Smith said: 
It seems almost impossible for me to 
sufficiently control my feelings to 
—— to you. The name of Erastus 

now has been familiar to me from my 
earliest remembrance. It has been 
my privilege to live in his home and 


| 
| 
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associate with him and his family. It 
has also been my privilege to mingle 
with him in councils, and in such 
places as try men’s souls, I have 
never known him for one- moment to 
doubt or hesitate in regard to the work 
God had imposed upon him. In his 
home, gentle and affectionate ; pru- 
dent in his example; consistent and 
wise in his language; loving and kind 
and as just as God has made mo 
man. traveling with him I have 
often wondered at the inspiration 
which guided him, especially in talk- 
42 e young. His words of coun- 
sel fell in the kindest accents; his 
rebukes were administered in fearless- 
ness, and were followed by kindness. 
He a judicial mind, and had 
he followed the profession of the law 
none would have excelled him for the 
greatness Of his decisions. God was 
with him. I have seen His power 
manifest in him. Brother Erastus 
has worthily performed the labors of 
an apostle. He was among the fore- 
most in toil, usually wor till the 
early hours of the morning. hen it 
was found necessary to settle the de- 
sert soil of Southern Utah, Erastus 
Snow was and faltered not in 
the midst of difficulty. Frequently, 
when his body was racked with pain, 
he would go into the fields and coun- 
sel with the people. He was also 
father of the settlements in Arizona. 
There is no tribute that is not due to 
Erastus Snow. 
Gospel, he was eloquent; as a colon- 
iner, true; as a legislator, wise; as a 
councilor, fearless ; as a friend, un- 
~ ing; as a father, unexcelled in 
love and integrity. 1 have looked 
upon him as one of the brightest of 
earth’s sons, and, had he remained in 
his native State, he would have shone 
in the councils of the nation. 
the blessi of heaven rest on his 
numerous family, and may we say of 
them, they were worthy descendants 
of a noble sire, who was devoted to 
the work of God. 

Apostle Smith then read the fol- 
lowing letter from President Wilford 
Woodruff : 


Beloved Brethren and Sistera— 
in, in the providences of the 
mourns the loss of 


Once 


As a preacher of the. 
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dom comes at a time we deem oppor- 
tune; and if we, in our blindn 
were permitted to judge, we shoul 
certainly decide that the present, with 
its trials, its perplexities, and its sor- 
rows, is no time to take from our 
midst men of counsel, of wisdom, of 
faith, and of judgment, such as was 
our beloved brother, Elder Erastus 
Snow, whose obsequies we this 
solemnize. But He who doeth 
— — has been pleased to take 
to Hi His servant, and we can 
simply bow the head and acknowledge 
His hand in all thi and with one 
of old exclaim: The Lord — 


and the Lord taketh away; 
be the name of the Lord. 

The peculiarities of our position 
prevent us from personally joining 
with you in this tribute of respect to 
our departed, and now sanctified, 
brother, whose departure from this 
mortal sphere has doubtless been 
hastened by the same causes that pre- 
vent us from joining you on this sad 
occasion. This enforced absence we 
sincerely regret, as we should have 
found a mournful satisfaction in add- 
ing our testimony to that of our 
brethren, touching the virtues, the in- 
tegrity, the zeal, the whole-hearted- 


_ness, of our friend and co-labourer 


who has passed before us into the 
joys of eternity. For him we have 
no cause to mourn ; he has fought the 
— ht, he has finished his work, 

e has been true and faithful, and is 
now entering into that fairer and 
better world, the bliss of which the 
heart cannot conceive nor the natural 
eye see, but the glories of which, by 
reason of his obedience and devotion 
to God and His laws, had been sealed 
upon him through sacred ordinances 
and by the Holy Spirit of Promise 


May | while he yet tabernacled in mortality. 


our end be like his. 
he name of Erastus Snow will 
never be forgotten in the history of 
the Church of Christ. From early 
outh to his latest day he was ever 
ound in the unflinching performance 
of his duties as a servant of the Most 


High. Without tion it can 
be said of him that — died with the 
harness on. In every position he was 


called to fill and they were many 
he exhibited those nobler traits which 


one of its mightiest sons. Death sel- 1 


| 
| 
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dignify the character of a Saint. If 
we view him as a missionary of the 
as a legislator for the 
as a pioneer, convert. 
the wilderness into the fruitful 
field, e an apostle in the councils 
Ch we everywhere find 
him a man of no ordinary but 
one whose ability and stren of 
character marked ~~ as a 
among mén, even where 
net lacking, It woul 


t men 
be diffi- 


most eminent. He was great in all. 
To the sons and daughters of Scan- 
dinavia he was aps ter as a 
i —the first apostle who bore 
of the Gospel to their 
To the weary toiler be- 
neath the sultry sun of Southern Utah 
he was best known as the indefatig- 
able leader, who planned, devised, con- 
trived and arranged for their progress 
and made prosperity possible in one of 
the most arid, most forbidding regions 
of this continent. His pruden 
his wisdom, his foresight, are admitt 
by all—as a counselor he had few 


rs. His ripe rience, joined 
wich his sound — — a 
weight to his words and a strength to 
his counsels that all who h felt. 
Moreover, he possessed, unclouded by 
stain, those two great virtues that 
give a man power with the heavens— 
integrity and purity of character. Let 
a man possess these, let his heart be 
true and unflinching, let his life be 
ure, and, if we add to these humility 
e is proof against a multitude of 
weaknesses and can resist a host of 
temptations. We all have our weak- 
nesses ; God has permitted them that 
we might be taught humility in our- 
selves and charity towards others. 
We none of us are perfect whilst we 
dwell in the flesh ; but the man who 
in humble reliance upon God never 
falters in the fight for the right, never 
wavers in his allegiance to the truth, 
and ever maintains inviolate his 
covenants, is one whom we can all 


— to admire, and strive, by 
ven’s help, to imitate. Such men 
are few when compared with the un- 
numbered hosts who have peopled 


this earth of ours; but we thank God 
that we do find them more abundantly 
in the midst of the Sainta, holding 
the Holy Priesthood and ministering 
in things the most sacred ever be- 
stowed upon humanity. Among 
in the front ranks, is our esteem 
brother whose mortal remains are 
about to be consigned to the tomb. 
For nearly forty 2 Brother Snow 
has been one of twelve a 
of the Lord Jesus. To this calling he 
has given the strength of his prime 
and the wisdom of his later years. It 
has been during thia period that he 
has performed : 9 large portion of 


his missionary, tive and pioneer 
services. We | sadly miss him in 
the quorum with which he has been so 
long identified, and of which he was 
at the time of his death one of the 
oldest members. We shall miss his 
mature consideration, his deliberate 
thoughts, his experienced advice—all 
most needful at a time when the 
powers of evil are assailing us in 80 
— directions. But we thank the 
that though from time to time 
He takes from us those who, as men, 
we trust most fondly, yet He leaves 
us not entirely to ourselves, but con- 
tinues unto us the signs of His a 
proval. We are comforted with 
assurance that this is His kingd 
and that He rules in the heavens 
upon the earth; and that from the 
fall of a w to the death of an 
apostle all is known unto Him, and 
nothing happens without Hissanction. 
And further, brethren and me 
are we not the sons and daughters 
God, and when he shall appear, if we 
are faithful, shall we not 5 like him? 
Yes ; and when the glorious day ar- 
rives we shall once more have the 
privilege of standing upon this earth 
and meeting in joy and thanksgivi 


Lamb, and who, through the merits 
of His atonement, are anointed kings 
and priests unto and with Him 
reign exalted in His kingdom. 
we all be found worthy of this re : 
and now, while we travel through this 
world of end sorrow, may we 
take pattern by the lives of the 


out any one spec 
| department of life and say in this he 
most particularly shone, or select 
some other and assert in that he was 
| 
| 
| 
us, but Joseph an righam, and 
| thousands of who — 
| their robes white in the blood of the 
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worthy, as our Brother Erastus, and, 
above all, follow in the steps of the 
great Exemplar of all righteousness, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace be 
ever with you all Amen. 
Witrorp Wooprvrr, 

In behalf of the absent members of 
the Council of the Apostles. 

Benediction was pronounced by 
Patriarch John Smith. 

At the close of the services in the 
Tabernacle the procession formed on 
South Temple Street, in the following 
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Bishopric. 
Bishops and Counselors, 
Presidents of Teachers’ Quorums. 
Presidents of Deacons’ Quorum. 
Committee of Arrangements. 
Citizens. 


The streets along the route of pro- 
cession were lined by large numbers 
of people. The co consisted of 
44 vehicles filled with relatives and 
friends of the deceased, exclusive of 
the carriage containing the pall bear- 
ers, which was ahead of the hearse, 
and the band, which led the proces- 
sion. 

On arriving at the cemetery the 
choir sang— 

O, my Father, thou that dwellest 
In the high and glorious place, 

Counselor Daniel H. Wells offered 
the dedicato y prayer, and the remains 
of the faithful apostle of the Lord 
Jesus were consigned to the tomb. 


ADDRESS TO 


YOUNG MEN. 


BY MISS O. 8. BURNETT. 
— 


No words have I ever heard that 
made a more lasting impression upon 
me than the last words of John B. 
Gough, the greatest temperance orator 
the world has ever known. 

After one of hisimpassioned a 
to the young people in the audience 
withthe vehemence that characterised 
him, he said, “ oe man, keep 
your record clean.” ith the last 
word he fell back senseless, and in a 
few hours the great heart that had for 
80 long felt humanity's throbs ceased. 

This sentence has been taken as the 
motto of our young people’s societies. 
How much it means 

To be clean. To be pure in thought 
word and deed, in y, mind and 
soul. It is a grand thing to be a young 
man; to have life before you. You 
men, you are making your — 
now. Lou will have to map out 
which direction in life you will tak 
as two paths are open before you. 
you refuse N neglect duty, 
waste the gifts of life, you must grow 
weaker and smaller, by a law inexor- 
able as that which guards the planets 
in their course. You do not have to 


| 


do anything bad to fail of the 
purpose in life; you have simply to 
do nothing to be — 

You do not choose this; then take 
hold of life resolutely, spring to its 
tasks with strenuous, joyous energy, 
pour yourself into its opportunites, 
meet its duties valiantly, match your 
strength and purpose against its tria 
temptations, and losses, then you wi 
be borne onward into an unfolding 
life of peace and rest and Joy. 

Be true to yourselves an u can 
but be true to every trust. Tempta- 
tions are all around you. Many of 
you are the victims of unfortunate 
circumstances. Bat the Almighty has 
endowed you with a will that can en- 
able you to withstand every tempta- 
tion. You have only to seek the pure 
atid pass by the unholy; only to ignore 
the saloon and gambling den, and 
seek the house of God instead, and 
temptation of every kind will fall 
powerless upon you. You must have 
some distinct aim in life, then bend 
every of mind and body to 


en 
attain it, ond you will find that every- 
thing that is honourable, true, and 


— 
Band. 
Apostles, as Pall Bearers. 
Hearse. 
Family. 
Choir. 
First Presidents of Seventies. 
Presidents of Stakes and High Couneilors. 
High Priests’ Quorums. 
Elders’ Quorums. 


is practicable. But there must 
a purpose, a fixed resolution 


at the root of your lives, or you will 
fail. If you do not choose the right 
ou will surely drift into the wrong. 
ou, the young men of to-day, are to 
order the goings of the world to- 
morrow; and to fit you for this exalted 
ition you need not only be free 

m vice, but you need the broadest 
culture of mind and heart. You must 
meet the world well—must act the 
. part in spite of temptations 
and disappointments. You must form 
the character that can be trusted any- 
where, You must learn self-govern- 
ment, self-knowledge, self-res and 
how can you respect yourself when 
you engage in any of the low scenes 
of dissipation? I would have you 
remember that the highest of all arts 
is the art of living well ; beyond the 
beauty of poetry or sculpture, or paint- 
Ing is the beauty of a well-spent life. 
at you need is not talent, but pur- 
pose; not the power to succeed, but the 
will to make the effort. It was long 
ago settled that the question of a 
young man’s future is not one of 
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succeed, and will he stick to it when 
he has undertaken any work. Young 
men, you will see that true success 
can only come by holy living. May 
you ever live so that you can meet 
the trusting look of mother, sister, 
friend, by answering | as pure; 
and the young man who passes 
through the temptations he will in- 
evitably meet, he who successfully 
w this battle is victor and king 
indeed, and may rest assured that 
such royal manhood never fails of re- 
cognition from royal womanhood. I 
say to you, you cannot afford to stain 
your soul with all the sin and pollu- 
tion that are thrown around, and 
thereby lose your own self-respect and 
— respect of those who love you 
t. 
Our world wants 
Men whose lives are clean without 
And true within. 
I would make you not only tem- 
rate, but temperance men, by setting 
—— ou the most exalted manhood; 
I would tell you not how low you may 
sink, but how high you may rise by 


money or family, or even culture and | Cultivating all that ennobles and dig- 
opportunity, but this—does he will to | nifies manhood. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Morgan City, Utah, June 11, 1888. 
President George Teasdale. 
Dear Brother,—Our company left 


for 
orfolk, which point was reached on 


— breaking 


happened himself that had 


there, and we felt to thank God that 
no one suffered through it. 

We were treated with the greatest 
kindness and courtesy by the officers 
of the roads over which we traveled, 
and everything was done by them to 
make us as comfortable as possible. 
The Saints seemed to enjoy the trip 
very much, notwithstanding the in- 
conveniences incidental to such a 
journey. 

The Elders were united in labori 
for the interests of the company, an 
all feel that our trip has been a grand 
success, and to praise God for His 

ess in preserving: us and the 
entire company, and that we have ar- 
rived at our destination safely. 

With best wishes for all who are 
still laboring for the interest of the 

ingdom of God, I remain your brother 


not the “ Mormons” been on the train | in Gospel, 

this would not have happened. We, W. Woops, jun., 
however, fle that it might have been per Cuas. Kinoston, 
a great deal worse we not been Clerk. 


ö the 31st, after a very pleasant passage 
of twenty-five hours, At 6 p.m. we 
| took the cars and started on our jour- 
ney overland. Each point was reach- 
ed, and the necessary changes made, 
| without accident to our party. The 
Rio Grande party arrived safely in 
Salt Lake * on the 6th of June, at 
| 8am. The Union Pacific party did 
not arrive until 8 pm. of the same 
date, caused by the 
es south of Cheyenne. e agent 
at the station near where the accident 
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THE STATE OF SOOIET L. 


For presumably well - ordered oom - from infancy. It was our Lord who 
munities our cities show a rich crop had mercy on the Magdalen and on 
of depravity and a strong undercur- | the penitent thief. But He cried woe 
rent of vice and viciousness. Among | to the Pharisees, to the hypocrites, to 
the people who yield to their passions | the scandal-givers. It was He who 
there exists a fear of man, of the law, | gave the parable of Dives and Laza- 
of moral censure by the e rus, of the Prodigal Son, of the two 
at large, but little or no fear of men who went up into the Temple to 
There lives and moves among us a pray, and a multitude of others which 
multitude of those whom the Savior will continue to be the guiding moral 
stigmatized as whited — heritage of the world to the end of 
fair to look at on the outside, with time. To sinners who repented and 
nothing but rottenness and corruption | confessed His heart was open; but for 
within. The cloak of religion is used | the proud hypocrite, especially those 
by thousands merely as a cloak of | who were rich in this world’s 
respectability with no iness under | He held out small mercy either here 
it, and these are surely more despi- | or hereafter. Judging by the horrors 
cable and dangerous than what are and scandals which the newspapers 
called the criminal “classes,” most reveal from day to day, a similar 
of whom were unfortunate in their | brood is — about and wriggling 
early surroundings, and were brought | its way into the heart of Society— 
up in a criminal atmosphere almost | Catholic Review. 


WE have received a very interesting report of a meeting of the London Con- 
ference Ladies’ Relief Society held in that city, Sister Helen Bradford pre- 
siding. Sister Marion Scoles, who acted as secretary on this occasion, fur- 
nishes the excellent report, which lack of 2 1 us publishing in 
full. President Henry Ballard and other Utah Elders were present. Sister 
Elisabeth D. Roundy, from Utah, delivered a very interesting and encou- 
raging address. The Society was announced in a very good condition, and 
more members were added to its numbers. We congratulate our sisters on 
their success in establishing so useful and desirable à Society in the City of 
— and hope they will continue in the enjoyment of their valuable 
rs. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— 


A wire gun has been tried at Shoeburyness, England, which can send a shell weighing 
500 pounds a distance of twelve miles. 

Mexico has been visited with heavy rains, causing most disastrous floods. It appears 
that the centre of the visitation was on the tableland in the Province of Guanaujatos, on 
which are situated the towns of Leon and Silad, the places where the greatest destruc- 
tion was wrought. The heavy rains which caused the inundations lasted without inter- 
mission from the 17th to the 20th ult. The floods commenced at Silad, where the river, 
an affluent of the Rio Grande de Santiago, overflowed its banks on the morning of the 


18th, when the work of destruction began. The havoc wrought by the escaping waters is 
the Seon beats Ser ight between the 18th and 19th ult. 


the houses began _ and the 1 inhabitants fled in their nightelothes. A 
number were crushed beneath the buildings, and heartrending scenes were wit- 
nessed. On the 19th inst. the whole country resembled a lake, and to add to the horror 
of the situation a . odour rose from the ruins beneath which the victims were 
buried. Over 2,200 houses were 14 at Leon alone. Extensive 1 was done 
at other towns on the tableland, but the fatalities refer only to Silad Leon. The 
Federal State Governments are organising relief for the sufferers by the visitation. 
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MONDAY, JULY 9, 1888. 


— 


A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. 
CHAPTER IX. 

And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not 
spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor 
come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet bath 
spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him (Deut. xix, 21, 22). 

But on the other hand, if the thing which the prophet speaks in the name of the Lord 
is fulfilled as time brings it due, the plain, just inference from the above Scripture is that 
the Lord spake through the prophet—the word is of God. 

To go further into the consideration of the internal evidences of the divine 
authenticity of the Book of Mormon than merely consistency of detail with 
the general plan of the work will carry us, I here call the attention of the 
reader to a number of prophecies in the Book of Mormon which either have 
been fulfilled, or are in course of fulfillment. And such is the character of 
these prophecies that the reader, I think, will be constrained to admit that 
something more than human wisdom or foresight enter into their composition. 

I first call attention to the prophecies relating to the special witness3s to 
the Book of Mormon: 

Wherefore, at that day when the bock“ shall be délivered unto the mant 
of whom I have spoken, the book shall be hid from the eyes of the wor 
that the eyes of none shall bebold it save it be that three witnesses 
behold it by the power of God, besides him to whom the book shall be deli- 
vered; and they ahall testify to the truth of the book and the therein. 
ris nave other which word t he g few acco 28 


rd to bildre 
od bath bah orda o dhe faithful should it were 
(u xxvii, 12, 13). 


n Ether, makes the same predio- 
tion; that iu, that hie father’s collection of plates which he concealed in 
— 4 to three special witnesses by the power of God, 


—̃ —_ 


"Bee the whole chapter quoted. 


f 
— — — — — — 
4 
a 
4 
4 
a 
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prophecy has been fulfilled is evident from the testimonies of the three special 
witsesses and the eight witnesses published in connection with every copy of 
the Book of Mormon, the credibility and peculiar force of which we discussed 
at some length in chapter vii, to which I refer my readers for pruof of the 
fulfillment of the prophecy now under consideration. 

It might be an easy matter for an impostor to predict that three special 
witnesses should behold the plates from which he averred he was translating 
a divine record; but it is beyond the power of an impostor to cause an angel 
from heaven to come before those witnesses in the broad light of day, and 
while the glory of God shone around, exhibit those plates and the Urim and 
Thummim to them; allowing the witnesses to examine the characters engra- 
ven on the plates, or to cause the voice of God to break through the stillness 
and declare the work was true, and command them to bear witness to the 
world of that fact—this, I say, is altogether too much for the power of an 
impostor, be he ever so artful, to accomplish. Nor is there any possibility of 
them being mistaken in what they say they heard and saw—their testimony 
cannot be resolved into delusion or mistake. And to that testimony, as we 
have already stated in chapter vii, they remained true throughout their lives, 
as well when out of the Church as when in it. There it stands, their testi- 
mony, unimpeached and unimpeachable: and the fulfillment of that prophecy 
which foretold that such witnesses would stand for God and the Book of 
Mormon, is an evidence of no mean order that the book containing it is 
divinely inspired—is what it claims to be. 

Speaking of the time when God would proceed to do a marvelous work and 
a wonder in the earth by bringing forth the record of the Nephites, the Lord 
is represented as having said: 

And because my words shall hiss forth, many of the Gentiles shall 
Bible! A Bible! o have got a Bible, and there cannot be any more Exb 8 
(u Nephi xxix, 3). 

It is well known that the great objection urged against the Book of Mor- 
mon has ever been that it is a new revelation from God. The Gentiles have 
made the whole earth ring again with the cry, we have got a Bible, and 
there cannot be any more Bible, nor any other revelation than that which is 
contained in it.“ The absurdity of this doctrine, together with its being not 
only wnacriptural but also anés-scriptural, and likewise contrary to the mercy 
and justice of God, was discussed in chapters n and In, and consequently we 
need not stop to consider those phases of this question here. All I wish to 
call attention to is the fact that the manner in which the Book of Mormon 
would be received was predicted before ever it was published to the world, 
and that it has been received in just the manner described—largely rejected 
because it purports to be a new revelation. 

Again, in speaking of the time when the Book of Mormon would be re- 
vealed, the first Nephi, living in the sixth century B. O., is represented as 


saying: . 

The Lord God will proceed to bring forth the words of the book. . . . 
But it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall say unto him to 
whom he deliver the book, Take these words which are not sealed and 
deliver them to another, that he may show them to the learned, saying, Read 
this, I pray thee. And the learned shall say, Bring hither the book and I 
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will read them: and now because of the glory of the world, and to get gain 
will say this, and not for the And thn 
cannot. bri oy bog for it is sealed. Then shall the learned say, I cannot 
read it. erefore it shall come to pass, that the Lord God will deliver 

in the book and the words thereof to him that is not learned; and the man 
that is not learned shall say, I am not learned. Then shall the Lord God sa 
unto him, The learned not read them, for they have rejected them, an 
I am able to do mine own work; wherefore thou shalt read the words which 
I shall give unto thee (u Nephi xxvii, 14—20). 

That this remarkable prophecy has been fulfilled is proven by the follow- 
ing circumstances: Between December 1827 and February 1828, Joseph 
Smith copied a number of the characters from the plates with their transla- 
tion, and in the said month of February delivered them to Martin Harris, 
who started with them to the city of New York. For what took place there 
I give Martin Harris’ own account: 


I went to the City of New York, and presented the characters which had 
been translated, with the translation thereof, to Professor Anthon, a tle- 
man celebrated for his literary attainments. Professor Anthon stated that 
the translation was correct, more so than any he had before seen translated 
from the tian. I then showed him those which were not — translated, 
and be said that they were ptian, Chaldaic, Assyric, and Arabic, and he 
said that they were the true characters. He gave mea certificate, certifying 
to the people of Palmyra that they were true characters, and that the tran- 
slation of such of them as had been translated was also correct. I took the 
certificate and put it into my pocket, and was just leaving the house, when 
Mr. Anthon called me back, and asked me how the young man found out 
that there were gold plates in the place where he found them. I answered 
that an angel of God had revealed it unto him. He then said unto me, Let 
me see that certificate. I accordingly took it out of my pocket and gave it to 
him, when he took it and tore it to pieces, saying that there was no such 

ing now as ministering of angels, and that if I would bring the plates to 
him, he would translate them. I informed him that part of the plates were 
sealed, and that I was forbidden to bring them; he replied, “I cannot read a 
sealed book.” I left him and went to Dr. Mitchell, who sanctioned what 
Professor Anthon had said respecting both the characters and the translation 
(Pearl of Great Price, pp. 68, 68). 


We have also the testimony of Professor Anthon himself that Martin 
Harris called upon him with such characters in his possession. He says: 


Many years ago, the precise date I do not recollect, a plain-looking coun- 
tryman called upon me with a letter from Dr. — L. Mitchell, requesti 
me to examine and give my opinion upon a certain paper, marked wi 
various characters, which the Doctor confessed he could not decipher, and 
which the bearer of the note was very anxious to have —— A very 
brief examination convinced me that it was a mere hoax, and a very clumsy 
one, too. The characters were arranged in columns, like the Chinese mode 
of 2 and presented the most singular medley that I ever beheld. 
Greek, Hebrew, and all sorts of letters, more or less distorted, either through 
ness or from actual design, were intermingled with stndry delinea- 
tions of half moons, stars and other natural objects, and the whole ended in a 
rude representation of the Mexican Zodiac.—The Church Record, Vol 1, No. 22. 


The silence of Professor Anthon respecting the certificate he gave to Mar- 
tin Harris and then afterwards destroyed, together with his reference to the 
characters presented to him as a hoax,“ is easily accounted for from the 
fact that he became an avowed enemy to the Book of Mormon, Buta perusal 
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of the foot note“ I here subjoin, taken from the Divine Authenticity of the 
Book of Mormon,” by O. Pratt, pp. 296-7, will convince the reader that 


Professor Anthon unwittingly placed upon record a very strong proof that 
the characters presented to him by Martin Harris were genuine characters, 
such as were employed by the ancient Mexicans in their writings, and thus 
one who sought to destroy the work of God has been made to give a strong 
testimony in its favor. 

I quote another prophetic passage: 

And now, I would a hesy somewhat more concerning the Jews and the 
Gentiles. For after the book of which I have spoken s come forth, and 
be written unto the Gentiles, and sealed up again unto the Lord, there shall 
be many which shall believe the words which are written; and they shall 
carry them forth unto the remnant of our seed. And then shall the remnant 
of our seed know concerning us, how that we came out from Jerusalem, and 
that they are descendants of the Jews. And the gospel of Jesus Christ shall 
be declared among them; wherefore, they shall be restured unto the know- 
1 of their fathers, and also to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, which was 

among their fathers. And then shall they rejoice; for they shall know 


Professor Anthon no doubt thought that this statement would militate against the 
Book of Mormon ; but we consider it a great acquisition of evidence, confirmatory of the 
truth of that book when compared with the discoveries of the gylphs and characters 
among the ancient ruins of America. The celebrated antiquarian, Professor Rafinesque, 
in speaking of the gylphs discovered on the ruins of a stone city in Mexico, says :— 
The gylphs of Otolum are written from top to bottom, like the Chinese, or from side 
to side, indifferently, like the Egyptian, and the Domotic Lybian. Although the most 
common way of writing the groups is in rows, and each group separated, yet we find 
some formed, as it were, in oblong squares or tablets, like those of Egypt.”—Atlentic 
Journal for 1832, by Professor Rafinesque. 

Two years after the Book of Mormon appeared in print, Professor Rafinesque, in his 
Atlantic Jowrnal for 1832, gave the public a fac-simile of American gylphs, found in 
Mexico, They are arranged in columns, being forty-six in number. These the learned 
professor denominates ‘‘ the elements of the gylphs of Otolum,” and he supposes that 
by the combination of these elements, words and sentences were formed, constituting the 
written language of the ancient nations of this vast continent. By an inspection of the 
fae-simile of these forty-six elementary gylphs, we find all the particulars which Pro- 
fessor Anthon ascribes to the characters, which he says a plain-looking countryman ” 
presented to him. The Greek, Hebrew, and all sorts of letters,” inverted and in differ- 
ent positions, with sundry delineations of half-moons,” planets, suns, “‘ and other 
natural objects,” are found among these forty-six elements. This “ plain-looking coun- 
tryman,” according to Professor Anthon’s testimony, got some three or four years the 
start of Professor Rafinesque, and presented him with the genuine elementary gylphs 
years before the Atlantic Journal made them public ; and what is still more remarkable, 
„the characters,” Professor Anthon says, “ were arranged in columns, like the Chinese 
mode of writing,” which exactly corresponds with what Professor Rafinesque testifies, 
as just quoted, in relation to the gylphs of Otolum. We see nothing in Professor 
Anthon’s statement that proves the characters presented to him to be a “hoax.” as he 
terms it; unless, indeed, he considers their exact resemblance to the gylphs of Otolum, 
and their being arranged in the right kind of columns, isa “‘hoax.” But as Joseph 
Smith was an unlearned young man living in the country, where he had not access to the 
writings and discoveries of antiquarians, he would be entirely incapable of forging the 
true and genuine gylphs of ancient America; therefore we consider this testimony of 
Professor Anthon, coming as it does from an avowed enemy of the Book of Mormon 
to be a great collateral evidence in its favor. 
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that it is a bleasing unto them from the hand of God; and their scales of 
darkness shall begin to fall from their eyes: and many generations shall not 

away among them, save they shall be a white and delightsome pedple. 
ED the Jews which are scattered, also shall begin 
to believe in Christ; and they shall 1. ther in upon the face of the 
land; and as many as shall believe in i shall also become a delightsome 
peo le. And it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall commence his 
work, among all nations; kindreds, tongues and people, to bring about the 
restoration of his people upon the earth. And with righteousness shall the 
Lord God judge the poor, and reprove with equity, for the meek of the earth. 
And he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath 
of his lips shall he slay the wicked; for the time speedily cometh, that the 
Lord God shall cause a great division among the people; and the wicked will 
he destroy: and he will spare his people, yea, even if it so be that he must 
destroy the wicked by fire (m Nephi xxx, 3—10). 

It will be observed that this quotation contains several prophecies, some of 
which have been fulfilled, others are in course of fulfillment, and still others 
that have not been fulfilled because the wheels of time have not yet brought 
their fulfillment due. 


The first item we call attention to in the foregoing quotation is the state- 
ment that many shall believe the words of the book—having reference, of 
course, to the Book of Mormon. To prove that this prophecy has been ful- 
filled, we have but to call attention to the present membership of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, numbering some 200,000, all of whom 
are believers in the Book of Mormon. To them must be added the thousands 
who have died in the faith ; those who have been expelled from the Ohurch 
because of transgression—nuombering not less than half the present member- 
ship of the Church—but who still retained their faith in the Book of Mormon ; 
and, to them, the tens of thousands who have been convinced of the truth of 
the book, but who through fear of the world have not had the moral courage 
to act in accordance with their convictions, and have never joined the Charch- 
Let it be remembered, too, that these people have received that book in spite 
of the force of the traditions which prejudiced them against new revelation. 
And let it be further borne in mind that the experience of Joseph Smith, 
arising from the manner in which his first declarations of having received a 
heavenly vision, would by no means lead him to expect that there would be 
many who would receive that which he maintained was a new revelation 
from God. His experience would lead him to expect the reverse of all this. 
The prophecy, however, has been marvelously fulfilled. 

The passage under consideration also says that those who received the 
book among the gentiles should carry it to the remnants of the seed of Levi, 
that through it they should learn of their origin, the Gospel of Christ should 
be declared among them; they should rejoice in it, acknowledge it as a 
blessing from the Lord, the scales of darkness should begin to fall from their 
eyes, “and not many generations should pass away among them, save they 
shall be a white and delightsome people.” This last clause of the prophecy 
has not yet been fulfilled, being one of those items that the wheels of time 
have not yet brought its fulfilment due. The dark skin was brought upon 
the ancestors of these Lamanites because of their trausgression; it was a 
curse upon them (see N Nephi, v., 21-25); but in the mercies of God it will 
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in a few generations be removed. It is well known that the elders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ in the early days of the Church began their labors 
among the American Indians; that they took the Book of Mormon to them, 
the record of their forefathers, and taught them the Gospel. In this work 
they have been hindered not a little by the agents of the Government and 
sectarian priests stationed at the Indian agencies, who have followed the 
mistaken policy of preventing, to the extent of their power, the labors of the 
elders among them. But notwithstanding that opposition, some thousands of 
them have received the truth as contained in the record of their forefathers, 
and rejoice in it. Especially of late years the work among the Indian races 
has been prosperous. 

Another item in this prophetic passage is to the effect that the Jews who 
are scattered shall also begin to believe in Christ, and shall also “ begin to 
gather in upon the face of the land, and as many as shall believe in Christ 
shall also become a delightsome people.” Although I cannot point to any 
great number among the Jews who have yet received the Book of Mormon, 
still I may say that “ coming events are casting their shadows before,” and 
the work is moving in their direction. It is repeatedly stated in the Book of 
Mormon, and the revelations of the Lord to Joseph Smith, that that book is 
to go first to the gentiles and then to the Jews; and, as I say, the work is 
moving in their direction. Not long since, the attention of the Jewish Rabbi, 
Dr. Isaacson, late of Germany, was called to the claims of what the world 
calls “Mormonism.” He investigated the subject thoroughly, and at last 
accepted it as the true religion of Jesus Christ—as who will not under such 
circumstances ; for we may say, as Turtullian, one of the early Christian 
fathers, is reported to have said, “ who ever investigated our religion who did 
not embrace it?’ Dr. Im has not only become converted himself, but 
seems to have a strong desire that his Jewish brethren sbould also become 
converted, and to that end is now engaged in translating the Book of Mor- 
mon into the Hebrew-Jewish language —the language known most exten- 
sively among the Jews, being spoken in Germany, Austria, Russia, Servia 
and Roumania. And thus the way is being prepared to introdace this new 
witness of God and Christ to the Jews. Furthermore, it seems to me that 
those who are watching the events occurring among the nations—who witness 
the feverish anxiety among all classes of society ; the undefined dread of 
expected revolutions; the active preparations for war among all nations, 
while all the time the cry is “ Peace, peace ;” the restlessness of the lower 
stratas of society ; the complications constantly arising between capital and 
labor; the increase of secret organizations pledged to the destruction of 
governments and the overthrow of civilization—all this must be convincing 
that a climax is reached, a crisis is at hand. In my judgment that crisis is 
the outpouring of God’s wrath upon the nations of the earth for their wicked- 
ness, His judgments that shall cleanse the earth of unrighteousness, as fore- 
told by the prophets, to be succeeded by a reign of peace and liberty. And 
the anxiety and restlessness above alluded to are but promonitory shudderings 

arning the nations of what is coming upon them—some of the surface indi- 
cations that the work of the Lord is commencing among all nations to bring 
about the restoration of His people upon the earth.” 
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I am not prepared just here to conclude my remarks upon this class of 
evidence—prophetic—in support of the claims of the Book of Mormon ; but 
I cannot help stopping just long enough to ask the reader to consider how 
minutely these items of prophecy have been fulfilled ; and from the vantage 
ground which that consideration gives me, I ask bim to believe that the other 
items in this connection which still remain unfulfilled will all come to pass 
as time shall bring them due. 

The first Nephi, speaking of the time when the record of his people, the 
Book of Mormon, should come to the knowledge of the world, predicts that 
it should be at a time when many churches should be built up, but not unto — 
the Lord, and they would be saying, “ Behold I, I am the Lord’s ; and others 
shall say I, I am the Lord’s ;” and their priests would contend, and teach by 
the power of learning and deny the Holy Ghost, and deny miracles, claiming 
. that God had finished His work. Many others would say, eat, drink, and be 
merry, for to-morrow we die; and still others would claim that men would 
be justified in committing a little wrong, etc. :— 

Yea, and there shall be many which shall teach after this manner false 
and vain and foolish doctrine, and shall be puffed up in their hearts, and shall 
seek deep to hide their counsels from the Lord ; and their works shall 
be in the dark; and the blood of the saints shall cry out against them 
(n Nephi xxvii. 
The Prophet Mormon also prophesied of these things saying :— 

And behold their prayers (prayers of the ancient Ne — were also in 
behalf of him that the Lord sbould suffer to bring these things (record of the 
Nephites) forth. And no one need say, They not come, for they surely 

for the Lord hath spoken it; for out of the earth shall they come, by 
the hand of the Lord, and none can stay it ; and it shall come in a day —— 
it shall be said that miracles are done away; and it shall come even as if one 
should s from the dead. And it shall come in a day when the blood of 
samnts unto the Lord, because of secret combinations and the works 
of darkness. W it shall come to in a day when the power of God shall 
be denied, and churches become defiled, and shall be lifted up in the pride of 
their hearts; yea, even in a day when the leaders of churches, and teachers, 
in the pride of their hearts, even to the envying of them whe telon to their 
churches ; yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be heard of and 
— and vapors of smoke in foreign lands; and there shall also be 
heard of wars, rumours of wars, and earthquakes in divers places; yea, 
it shall come in a day when there shall be great pollutions upon the face of 
the earth; there shall be murders, and robbing, and lying, and deceivings, 
and whored and all manner of abominations ; when there shall be man 
who will say, do this, or do that, and it mattereth not, for the Lord wi 
uphold such at the last day. But wo unto such, for they are in the gall of 
22 and in the bonds of iniquity (Book of Mormon, vüli., 25, 26, 27, 28, 

I need not trouble you by pointing out that the Book of Mormon did come 
forth in a day when the Church of Christendom was just in sach a condition 
as described by Nephi and Mormon ; those who have listened to the Babel of 
confusion existing in the religious world know how vivid is the description of 
these ancient prophets. Nor need I stop to consider the fact that the Book 
of Mormon has come forth in aday noted for wars and rumours of wars, 
for tempests, cyclones, and earthquakes. Neither is it necessary to call 
attention to how these things are increasing; the fact is patent to all. The 
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part I more especially call attention to is that which indicates that persecu- 
tion is to follow the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, falling upon those 
who should receive it—the Saints of God—their blood is to cry from the 
ground unto God for vengeance. Now let it be remembered that the said 
book was brought forth in the nineteenth century—in an age when it is 
boastingly claimed that the intolerance and bigotry of past ages have been left 
in the dim distance, together with the horrors of the inquisition and other 
acts of violence that disgraced the race. Moreover, it came forth in the 
United States—the boasted asylum of the oppressed out of all nations—where 
in the most positive terms religious freedom is guaranteed in the fundamental 
law of the land—the Constitution ; and the most unlikely thing to happen 
in that land, one would think, would be persecution for conscience sake ; and 
he would be considered a bold prophet who would predict the shedding of 
blood in this age, and in that land, for the sake of religion. Yet, what are 
the facts? Why, that in the State of Missouri alone four hundred* laid 
down their lives for the religion of Jesus Christ—as contained in the Book 
of Mormon. Dying through the cruelties, either directly or indirectly, of 
mob-violence, and many of them were murdered outright. The blood of 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, which made crimson the soil of Illinois, together 
with the, blood of a number of others that were killed a short time after- 
wards in the same State, and also the blood of Elder Joseph Standing, killed 
in Georgia, Elders John Gibbs, Wm. Berry, and the two Condor brothers 
killed in Tennessee as late as the year 1884, for the truth’s sake, bears witness 
that this prophecy in the sacred pages of the record of the Nephites has only 
been too truly fulfilled. R. 


* This is the estimate of P. P. Pratt; see his Autobiography. 
Lzerrers.—There are letters in this Office, from Utah, for Henry Pattenden 
and J. G. Wilkin. 


Orrerines REceIvep rok TEMPLE. Thomas Carr, 13s. 6d.; Jos. 
Siney, 28. 6d. 


Robert Lindsay, a returning missionary, and six of the Saints from Iceland 
left Liverpool on Saturday morning, July 7, 1888, per S. S. Wisconsin, en route 
for the Rocky Mountains, the gathering place of the Saints of God. 


Messrs. Guion & Co. inform us that the company of Saints which left 
Liverpool un the 23rd ult. per S. S. Wyoming, in charge of Elder H. E. Bow- 
ring, arrived in New York on Tuesday morning the 3rd instant at 10 Oclock 
and left there at 3 p.m. on the 4th. 


Emigration Norice.—There are some railway stations in the United 


Kingdom from which emigrants, who are steerage passengers, are entitled to 
obtain transportation to Liverpool at less than the ordinary fares, by show- 
ing the steamship ticket, and on production of a special order which can be 
procured at this Office. The names of such stations may be ascertained by 
enquiry of the Conference Presidents. To secure the steamship ticket for 
this purpose, a deposit of £1 is required for each adult, and 10s. for each 


child, the balance to be paid on arrival of passengers in Liverpool. The spe- 
child the alluded to, entitling the holder to reduced fare on the railway, will 


be given with the steamship ticket. 
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